Provinces of the Maſſachuſets-Bay, and New- 
£ 2 | 4.1L aſhice | N | 
| _ vidence Plantations, and Connecticut in New England, 
and the Province of New Jerſey, with Reſpect to the 
Bill now depending in the Honourable Houle of Com- 
mons, intitaled, A Bill for the better ſecuring and en- 
couraging the Trade of His Majeſty's Sugar Colonzes 
in America. (ane {745 7 } ; 
NS] | 


. | M V 
HE ſaid Bill recites, 0. That of late Years, a Trade has been 
carried on by divers of his Majeſty's Subjects on the Continent 
ol America, tothe Foreign Sugar Colonies there, to the great 
| Prejudice and Diſcouragement of his Majeſty's Sugar Colonies. 

« Ang it is propoſed to he enacted by the ſaid Bill, that no Sugar, Rum, or 
« Malaſſes, of the Growth, Product or Manufacture of any of the Foreign 
% Plantations in America, ſhall be imported by any Perſon or Perſous 
«: whatfoevar, into iny of his Majeſty's Brit; Dominions. 
._ Tothisit is humbly offer'd, for — on Behalf of the ſaid Colonies on the 
Continent of America, that true it is, they have been ſupply'd with the ſaid 
Commodities (but chiefly Molaſſes) from ſome of the Foreign Plantations, at 
a much eaſier Rate than cauld be had at our own Sugar Colonies, purchagd- 
with the Growth and Product of the Briti/þ Colonies on the Continent ; and 
ſhould they be reſtramed therefrom, the Conſequence would not only be a 
- vaſt Injury to them, but alſo to the Britiſb Nation in general: For it is to be 
cConſidered, that the Br#if Plantations are already fo reſtrigd and .crampt. 
in their Trade, that although they may export to Europe, oridfia, ſome Part 
of the Product of their own Country, yet they aloe to bring any 
Thing back in Returns, from any art of theſe nents of Zurope or 

Aſia whatſoever, (Sal! e but muſt firſt come to Great Britain and 
enter their Loading, pay Duty, unload, and re-load, which Reſtriction 
they patiently ſubmit to; and now to deprive them further of a Priviledge 
they have enjoyed many Years, in this Branch of their Trade, is conceiv'd to 
he a very great Severity upon them; for that as to Molaſſes, a great many 
Thouſand Hogſheads are conſum'd in making their Beer, and eating with 
their Proviſions, as well as what is diſtill'd into Rum; and ſhould this Bill 
Pals into a Law, they muſt expect to pay extravagantly for the future, in pur- 


©» chafing it from our Sugar Colonies, who would be ſure to make their Market 


of the Northern Bri:i/þ People, When they came to Trade with them; and 
(as *ris jadg d) have ſcarce half enough to anſwer the Demand from his Ma- 
jeſty's Suhhects on the Continent, for of late Years there has been ſcarce any 
Molaſſes at all ta be bought at Barbadoes at any tolerable Rate, and very 
rarely ox.ever an left as a Drug upon their Hands, notwithſtanding all their 
Complaints, but when the New Englanders have bought ſome of them, it has 
been by far the greateſt Part of it foreign Molaſſes, which the Barbadiags 
themſelves had imported from the French: And at the Leward lands, the 
Price there is higher tha uſual. | 12 

— 


2 * ” * * 
b * \ 


7 


rofRhoad-HNand'wib Pro: 


[23 


Ir is well known, that beſide the Indian Trade, great Quantities of Rum 
is expended in the Fiſbery in the Northern Colonies, which is every Penn 
Profit, (for whatever Fiſh is taken out of the Sea muſt be ſo) and muſt be YT 
lowed to be a very valuable Branch of Trade, not only to the Britiſb Subjects 
in America, but vaſtly advantagious to this Kingdom, in making Returns 
for the great Quantity of Goods and Manufactures tranſported to the North- 
ern Colonies, where they are conſtantly ſtrartned for Means to make due 
Payment for them : Great Numbers of Ships are loaden there annually with 
Fiſh, which they carry to [taly, Portugal and Spain, from whence the Pro- 
- duce is remitted over in Bills of Exchange, all centering here. And without 
that Commodity of Rum, the Fiſhermen cannot ſo well endure the Weather 
and hard Labour in catching their Fiſh, ſo that if they muſt pa extravagantly 
for it, of Courfe they will have it from the French at Cape Briton near Nova 
Scotia, where they can be ſupplyed on moderate Terms, and when they are 
there, doubtleſs will furniſh themſelves with Lines, Hooks, Cordage, and 
other Neceffaries, inſtead of buying of the Exgliſb what comes from Great 
Britain: The New England People fend very * Quantities of Rum and 
Molaſſes to New ing 057 which they ſell for Bills of Exchange that come 
home to England, in Return for the Goods ſent them from hence, and not- 
withſtanding this advantagious Branch of their Trade, and their great In- 
duſtry in the Fiſhery, they can ſcarcely pay for what Britiþ Commodities 
they arenow obliged to take off; ſo that if this Reſtraint is laid upon them, 
it muſt neceſſarily very much leſſen the Navigation in thoſe Parts, and con- 
ſequently their Conſumption of the Manufactures of this Kingdom. 

T is therefore judged, that the Demand for Rum is ſo large, that together 
with what is expended in our Fiſhery, what is ſent to Virginia, Carolina, 
Newfoundland, and uſed in the Indian Trade, amouats in Value to One 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds per Annum. | | 

THrarT as tothe Molaſſes which the French make, and cannot ſell to the 
Engliſh, they will however find Means to get it off, and doubtleſs diftill it 
into Rum, and ſend it to Cape Brilon, where the Engliſh Fiſhery may be ſup- 
plyed as aforeſaid. EE N 

Ax whereas it is further provided by this Bill, that no Horſes or Lumber 
« ſhall be exported from any of his Majeſty's Colonies in America, to any of 
the foreign Colonies there. 5 

To this it is alſo humbly repreſented, that ſhould the Britiſb Colonies on 
the Continent, be reſtrain'd in this Branch of their Trade, it would be ſtill an 
Addition of Severity upon them, not eaſily to be imagined ; the Produce. of 
the Northern Britifh Colonies conſiſts very much in Lumber, as Deal-Boards, 
Staves, Hoops, Joyce, and Shingles, and Hotſes, with which they conſtantly 
 fupply Jamaica, Barbadbes, Antegua, and the Leward-I lands, to the full as 
much as they can vend and take off, and moſtly at low Prices too, viz. from 
Four Pounds to Four Pounds ten Shillings per Thouſand at Barbadbes, and 
from Four Pounds to Five Pounds per Thouſand at Antegua, and the Leward- 
Hands, ſeldom higher; and what they have bad to fpare, have carried to 
Foreign Iſlands, which Privilege ſhould 4 deprived of, the Conſequence 
_ bey that not only a great Part of the Navigation would be cut off, the 
oa greatly leſſen'd which the Country People reap by their Induſtry, 
in thoſe Products which coſt them little more than their Labour, and many 
of the King's Subjects diſcouraged and impoveriſhed, and put under the Ne- 
ceſſity of turning their Hands to Manufactures that may interfere with Great 
Britain; beſides not anſwer the End propoſed for the Britiſh Sugar Colonies: 
Fox if the Mari nico and French Iflands were not ſupply'd from our Colonies 

on the Continent, they would notwithſtanding be ſuffictently furniſhed with 
ſuch Neceſſaries as they want, from Canada, Cape Briton, and other Parts, 
the French would (if they ſtood in Need) put their own People upon falli 
into that Way of Employment, which yet they are not much uſed to, an 
ſupply one an other har htres, to the great Detriment of the Brizih North- 


ern Colonies, beſides they are often ſupply'd from France with Lumber at 
18 8 | doaſie 
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eaſie Rates, their Freight coſts them very little in their Ships which they 
ſend to their Feſft-India Iſlands to load Sugar. It to this it ſhould be objected; 
But the Voyages to thoſe Parts of the French Plantations on the Continent, 
are difficult and hazardous, and therefore not likely the French. will put it 
in Practice: To this it is anſwered, that who does not know formerly it was 
ſtrange and hazardous to venture to any Part of America at all, but by the 
frequent Voyages th ither afterwards. it became familiar and eaſy. 

And it is evident, That the French at Martinico, are not in very great 
want of our Northern Commodities; for that no Eagliimas can Trade there 
without firſt paying the Governour for Licence, and ſometimes, on trivial 
Pretences, are made a Seizute off, when they go amongſt them to Trade. 

T tz 1 & Works now are pretty much carried on by Water · Mills, and have 
the leſs Occaſion for Horſes ; and therefore ſuch as are now carried thither, 
are moſtly Saddle-Horſes. — 3 | | 

T n x Growth of the French Sugar Trade (is conceiv'd) to be owing to 
their very great Increaſe on the Iſland of Hiſpaniola, of which they poſ- 
ſeſs the greateſt Part, where the People of the Briz/6 Northern Colonies 
have no Trade, but what is with ſach Goods as they carry with them, 
imported from Great Britain, as Lead, Pewter, Flanels, Sc. But their 
being conſtantly ſupply*d with Negroes from Jamaica, is the main Cauſe 
they ſo much — in their Works, and make ſuch large Quantities of 

Sugar: Which the New Englanders are no ways to blame for. 
| T hath been- repreſented, That by Means of the Trade carried on by 
the Northern Colonies, the Britiſb Sugar Colonies are greatly difcouraged, 
and that the Iſland of Barbadoes is like to be undone, and ruined, unleſs the 
- ſaid Trade be reſtrained. This, indeed, carries with it a very ſpecious Pre- 
" tence; but when duly examined, will evidently appear otherwiſe. The 
Barbadians began this Solicitation, inviting ſome of the Leward-1ſland People 
to joyn with them in it ; but they alone propoſed to pay all the Charge 
of it themſelves (as it is reported) having remitted over a —__ Sum for 
that Purpoſe ; no doubt, aiming at engroſſing the Trade to the Foreign 
Iſlands, into their own Hands, at the Expence of the vaſt Injury to the 
King's Subjects on the Continent. But their declining Condition, (if it 
be ſo) is owing to their Extravagancy, and ſumptious Way of Living, 

above their Circumſtances ; and Part of their Land being worn out. 
Lerit cannot be allowed that they are in fuch a Calamitous Condi- 
tion as they would ſeem to inſinuate, whoſe Ifland, altho' it is but twenty 
eight Miles tong, and fourteen wide, their Profits will appear to be very 
great, according as it hath been proved before the Honourable Committee, 
that the Rum and Molaſſes of a Plantation, defrays the Expence of it, 
and the Sugar is all clear Profit, there being imported into the Port of 
London, Anno 1730, no lefs than 17077 Hogſheads, and 256 Barrels of 
Sugar from that Iſland only, beſides the Quantities that came to the Out- 
Ports; which, if we allow only to be One Third of the above Quantity, 
added together, makes 22769 Hogſheads, each Hogſhead containg 1300 J. 
which at 235 per C. in Barbadoes mult amount ta 340.391 J. 11 5. od. a Sum fo 
prodigions, when conſidered as Clear Profit, that it may ſeem incredible, 
that a few People were ſo bad Oeconomiſts, that they could not live up- 
on ſuch a mighty Income, but petitioned, * like People in Diſtreſs, and 
under the greateſt Calamities. 

THAT ſhould the latter Clauſe be left out of the Bill, viz. That 
no Horſes, or Lumber, be exported from any of His Majeſty's Colonies ; 
and Leave be given for that Trade ta, continue Open, yet it will be 
but of little Advantage, ſo long as there is a Reſtraint upon bringing back 
ſuch Commodities as they uſually take in Return for them, viz. Rum and 
Molaſſes : For to what Purpoſe will it be for the Northern Colonies to Ex- 
port their own Commodities to ſuch Places, where they cannot be paid for 
them. | 

As by their late Pitition to his Majeſty. 
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- Wurzxerore it is conceiv'd, That the Prohibition upon the Impor- 
tation, is, in a manner, effectually to put an End to the whole Trade. 
A s to the great Article of the Barbadians Complaint, of carrying Money 
from them to lay out at Martinice, (as it was proved before the Honourable 
Committee) by Capt. — he did in Order to buy Sugar there for Holland, 
it is ſo far from being an Injury to this Kingdom, that it is a conſiderable 
Advantage; for ſuppoſe he had carried Three Thouſand Piſtoles from Bar- 
Badoes to Martinico, and laid it out there in Sagar, where he could have it 
231. per Cent. cheaper than at Barbadoes, (the Difference of Duty conſidered) 
and brought that Sugar to Holland, where he makes Three Thouſand Pounds 
Sterling for it, and that Three Fhouſand Pounds of Courſe remitted Home to 
England by Bills of Exchange, muſt certainly be more Profit to this Kingdom, 
than if he brought Home the Three Thouſand Piſtoles, which amounts to but 
Two Thouſand five Hundred and fifty Pounds Sterling. 


Ur ox the Whole therefore; as the Prohibition and Reſtraint pro- 
poſed to be laid on the Trade of the Northern Colonies by this Bill, 
cannot be without manifeſt Injury, as well to the Britiſh Colonies on 
che Continent, as to this Kingdom in 1 far greater than will 
countervail the Advantage the Sugar Iſlands will reap by it, altho' 
it may gratify ſome particular Perſons at Barbadoes: It is humbl 
hoped, The Honourabls Houſe of Commons will commiſerate the large 
Body of His Majeſty's Subjects on the ſaid Continent. of America, 
(who are extended above a thouſand Miles in Settlements on the Sea- 
Coaſt there) and not come in to the — a Law, (as by This Bill 
is now propoſed) that will ſo greatly tend to their Hurt and Op- 
preſſion. | 
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